1650] RELATION OF r1bg9-50 155

that are not within the compass of ordinary virtue;
and the love of God must be strong [61] in a heart,
if it is not to be stifled by them. Join to these the
continual sight of dangers, in which one finds him-
self at every moment, of attack by a savage Enemy
who often will subject you to the sufferings of a
thousand deaths, ere death itself ensues; who uses
only fire, and flames, and unheard-of cruelties.
Doubtless a courage is needed worthy of the children
of God, if one is not to lose heart in the midst of
such abandonment.

It has been in this abandonment that God has
willed to put to the test, for five or six years, the
fidelity of this good Father; but assuredly the Devil
never having got the better of him upon that
account, although he represented to him every day
that, by returning to France, he would find there the
joy, repose, and comfort which during all his past
life he had received; that there he would not lack
employment better suited to his disposition, employ-
ment in which so many Saintly souls nobly practice
the virtue of Charity in a zeal for Souls, and expend
their lives for the salvation of their fellow-men.
Never, for all that, would he break away from the
Cross on which God had placed him; never [62] did
he ask that he might come down from it. On the
contrary, in order to bind himself to it more invio-
lably, he obliged himself, by a vow, to remain there
till death, so that he might die upon the Cross.
These are the terms of the vow, as he conceived it,
and its very words:

Domine Jesu Christe, qut me Apostolorum Sanctorum
hujus vinew Huronice adjutorem, licet indignissimums,
admirabili dispositione tue paterne Providentie wvoluisti:



